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In later Hfe Mr. MeCuteheon has
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‘Graustark™ (19013, “Castle Craney-

the Llame for it {o save her. He
is unwilling to take her into the
life of an outlaw with him, though
she yeares to go, so he runs away,
us far north as possible, leaving her
with a (riendly priest,

But with that introductory taste
the reader must be left to follow the

intricate fortunes of both Jolly
Roger and Nada for himself,
through Dblizzards, the hazards of

capture, eseape, pursuit, forest fire,
misunderstanding and heart wring-
ing disappointments to the proper
solution. The story wunders in
among the primitive Indians, very
far north, who are, by the way, quite
plausiide red men. There is a nice
touch of the supernatural, or
at least the supernormal, in the
Indinn woman's clairveyance, where-
by she aids McKay. As to that, it
may bs noted that suach curious
feats of the occult vse of the mind
among Indians are not wholly fie-
tion. Mr. Curwood has a sound
enough foundation for this espisode,
which is very well handled.

It s not necessary to tell the
large body of Curwood “fans” that
this story moves rapidly; it is full

Aa she puts t—"Untli you have
heard your hushand described as ‘Old
Boy* by a half naked chorus girl who
is siowly bleeding him to death you
have not realized how highly your
self-restraint may be tested,” In that
cage Lady Ann was not only efficient
but usefully so. And, to suve the
face of the whole, in the other cases
she is happily defeated, so that all
is well in spite of her. It must rank
as among Mr. McKenna's cleveresl
but hardly among his best stories, as
it remains too much of a four de
foree,

HEARTBEAT-—By Slacy Aumonler.
Boni & Liveright,

R. AUMONIER rises in this

novel io an efficiency both of

dramatic power and psycho-
logical subtlety notably above any of
his preceding novels. His vogue in
England has been considerable, but
by some chance, he has not had a
lurge although hir
work naturally attracted the atten-
tion of

audience here,

the critical reader.
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Peter, and you won't forget him

Peter begine us the connecting
lnk between the outlaw, who Is
Jocularly kKnown as Jolly Roger Me-
Kay, and the girl, Nada. McKay is

hiding in the woods, and, of course
is “wanted™ by the Mounted Police,

whom he has beent dodging for a,

long time, ever since he began a
bold career of robbery (rom purely
eltruistic motives, to save an Indian
tribe from the starvation

threatened  them because of

1 Hix

ontliwry has a genuine + toueh

of the Robin Hood alwut He has

been guilts of ne moral ol quity,

but he has, inctdentalls foumd

gary to hold up the malls
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Nada is a child of nature, an un-
fortunate orphan who has &
into the bhamds of the ve Wik
Jedd Hawkins, who has reared

with the intention of seliing her ss

a “white slave" when she s oid

The purchaser is ready
when the dog, Peter, brings her lnto

enough

relations with McKay. Of course|
| they fall in love and he saves her
| Hawkina is killed, or uapparently

which | killed, und Nuda thinks McKay has | pending cluteh of a theateical siren
the!done it while he thinks she did it/

Wickedness of cerian white men. | herself, but be is ready to assume

15 not
ulter She, too, remalns some-
what artificial.

The text of whole is taken
from Shaw's "Major Barlara" to
the effect that “poveriy strikes dead
the very souls of all who come with-
In <ght, sowmd or =mell of it." Lady |
Ann and her commonp'ace hushanid
are pour, L i5, poor for people of

cir high station, with only a few
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=5 young girl whom her
belraymd {
wanlks of
bave their Lady Anns, and
s well to provided with an
of them; but §t 14
Mr. MeKen-
to et
* Into a mere shrew or
She has a
and sometimes may be justl-
fled: at least there is something o be
said for her. She shows at hoz best
in the episode wherein she rescues
her wandering husband from the im-

Soclety—and the lowlier
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accurate poclr

an unpleasant business,
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any L of
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with whom he is about to elope. In|
this scenes she is truly admirable.

| Liberia. Awmd only one
rest pref

| rany

novel may, possibly, have a stronger
popular appeal, as it {s more direct
in its attack. There can hardly be

two opinions as 1o the excellence of

its workmanship and few will <]|a|illt4-:

the kesnness of s insight.
ventiona! moralist may find
thing shocking—to the conventions
—in s denonement, Cor it ends In
unrelieved tragedy, n soul

The con-

Epmne-

iragedy

This |

jeune fille (if she s not an obsolete
animal), but it has not a trace of the
uncleanness that marks so much
modern fiction. .
1t is the life story of a young
woman who started with the handi-
cap of unfortunate parentage: her
father a very loftily placed, conserv-
atlive arvistocrat, in fact a Chancellor
of the Exchequer, and hep mother an
Irish actress, Burbara does not know
of her illegitimacy until after her
father's death. But therc has always
been opposition between Barbara and
her massive father and even before
her enlightenment she is in revolt,
and “like all young and healthy peo-
ple, she coneeived happiness an affair
of escaping from the actuality of her
environmoent.” She goos on the stage
with the help of George Champneys,
a maturs actgr-manager of much ex-
perience.  Alter some time Champ-
neys falls desperately in love with
her, and she marries him, without
loving him, in the beliel that love
will “come later,” She is not yet
fully alive, but does not know it
i'flu-y get on pretty well at first, but
then comes a reusl passion, which
naturally wrecks things, Gieorze
surprises her with her lover and kills

him in the cnsuing fight. Barbara
| refuses to go back, on any terms,
| but there is a child coming.

After the birth of her san she s
i persunded 1o let a benevolent lady
fadopt him, as she feels that she can-
not give him the chance he deserves.
lAnd Barbara herself ends the story
las the commercial mistress of &

|
thiet, agsin from the conveationsal highly respectable man who comes to

stawlpoint, is hopeless.
way to that end it boldly ventures
into situations that in weaker hands
might become melodeamatic, and are,
te.suy the least, lurid.
Eut they are real,
ideat

Neither in in-
vcopgeption can the
thing be properly culled pathalogieal,
It is grimy, sometimes sordid, some-
times brutal with the direct brotul-
ity of elemental trag-dy, and there is
mo mincing matters.  Buot
also no leer, no morbid distortion of
values. It is

ner in

not o book for

And on the ! ber aid

there is|

the |

on the hasiy of a frank bar-
'a.lin_ since “one must live.”

So Wrief apd bald an outline can
only the difficult
| malter Mr. Aumonier
worked over with extroordinary re-
siraint and skill—with something of
the completeness and inexorablenesd -
jof a Balzac: u very English and very
- maxdern with afl the differ-
cnees that implies. It will be called.

sugxos| suiject

wihith has

Balzac

an unpleasant book, but it is assure-
edly a sincere pond powerfully dea-
matie study,

The Negro: Past
and Present

Cowtdeued Fram Preceding Page.

siave insurrections like that of Nut
Turner's band in 1821, and the de-
liberate withholting of education of
any sort In some parts of the South
during the thiriy yeurs or so before
the war.

Ume of the most curiously informa-
tive things in the book is the rectir-
ring the many

ous towarnd

desceription  of anmd

vements

“rempa-
Fending  him
or  colonizing  him
“t irst in the then stii
open West or in Mexico, or the West
Indies. The striking thing about all
these movements Is their utter fail-
ure. It is an entirel
sult. He tells of one

back to Afriea
srewhere

unitorm
very significant

re-

| 'age where a free negro who him-

sell owned a number of slaves (a
by no means nncommon thing a cen-
tury asoe) offered to free them all on

condition thai they go with mm to

rred to
where they were, The plaln troth
seems to be that the negro has not
amd practically never has had
real desire to go back to Afriea.

Coming down to the present ern
Dr. Woodson discusses the negro's
achievemeonts In freedom, In
farming, In industry at the Norih,
In mosic, art and the

nny

professions.

beé sold as slaves

Sdaurnlly he speaks emphatically of
the practical distranchisement of the
negro in the South, and no one ean
question that, theoretically at least,
he has full jestice with him. There
Is no doubt that the negro in many
plices is not getting a “square deal™
Hut there is no apparently simple
eolution of that problem In sight,
and it wears a different aspect in
Texas or Mississippi from that of
pure theory,

Indesd, Dr. Woodson's book must
leave the most sympathetically in-
clined reader—if he is also clear-
headed—with a feeling of hopeless.
ness as to any solution of the whole
series of problems rajeed by the fnct
thut white and black races miust
live, somehow, side by side. Tt is an
acute case of that state of things
whichadeads an English critic {Hr_
Esme Wingfield-Stratford) (o pe-
mark that “democracy has landed jt-
self In difficuities,” out of which
there in uo roval road. In any case
there is nothing o Enined
white black in

be by

either ignoring

ar

facts or pleasandly pretending that
they ore sonet different from
whitl  dhey 1 sily  are. D

Woolson's hook uselul contei-
lition to a necessury discussion, hut
it b= hard to s¢e mneh light along
the lines he would stress
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